
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
 

DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO 
2110 Broadway • Sacramento, California 95818 • 916/733-0200 • Fax 916/733-0215 

January 23, 2012 
 
 
Dear Pastor: 
 
In my January 13, 2012, letter to the clergy and faithful of the diocese (see attached), I indicated that I 
will allow for signature gathering to help qualify two initiatives for the ballot at the November 2012 
General Election:  
 

• The parental notification initiative, called Californians for Parental Rights  
• The initiative to end the use of the death penalty, called SAFE California   

 
In the Diocese of Sacramento, this effort will take place at the parishes after the Sunday Masses of 
February 18/19 and 25/26, 2012.  This letter offers directions on how to proceed. 
 
Please send two or three parish representatives to an organizational meeting at the Kavanagh Center 
at St. Rose parish in South Sacramento on Saturday, February 4, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.  At this 
meeting they will receive all the necessary written materials, including flyers and petitions, as well as 
instructions about how to organize a parish team and how to gather and submit the signatures.  This 
meeting will be divided into English and Spanish speaking sessions. 
 
RSVP to www.collectsignatures.org with the names of the parish representatives no later than Friday, 
January 27, 2012.  Only representatives designated by their pastors are asked to attend this meeting.  
If you have a Spanish-speaking community, be sure to send at least one Spanish-speaking 
representative.  
 
I am copying this communication to parish respect life representatives, the Knights of Columbus and 
the Deacon community with my encouragement to them to support this effort at the parish.   
 
While I realize that mobilizing parishes to gather signatures is a considerable undertaking, especially 
with relatively short notice, I am optimistic that there would be willing volunteers in each of our 
parishes ready to help with this brief, but vital effort. 
 
I thank you in advance for your help in this effort.  May the Lord continue to guide and strengthen 
this and all endeavors to spread the gospel of life.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
 
+Jaime Soto 
Bishop of Sacramento 

 
cc:  Parish Respect Life Representatives 
 Knights of Columbus 
 Deacons 
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